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Jehn |fe f’ @ In the first chapter, Bix, disguised as a graduate student, tries to
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and graduate student. Why are these dialogues so hard for him to

have in his adult life? And how essential is his disguise to the

- revelation and discovery that follow?
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Seeking authenticity is a core theme, according to Alfred Hollander,

authenticity requires “violent unmasking” (page 30), which is why
he uses disruptive behavior, such as screaming in public, to produce unfiltered
reactions. What do you make of Alfred’s philosophy? Does technology like
social media lead to less authentic communication and experience? What are
the limitations of Alfred’s solutions?

@ If the “Own Your Unconscious” technology were real, would you use it? What are its advantages and disadvantages?
Are elements of Own Your Unconscious already present in the internet? Would you externalize your memories to
the Collective Consciousness, or would you become an eluder...or something in between?

Miles Hollander is a mystery to himself. He is baffled by the differing outcomes in his own life and his cousin Sasha’s.
Yet when he goes up in a hot air balloon and sees Sasha’s artwork from above, everything comes into perspective
for Miles --- both his cousin’s sculptures and his life. Talk about Miles’ discovery, and how and why distance --- and
art --- help him to make it. What kept him from seeing things clearly before?

@ Throughout “Rhyme Scheme,” Lincoln refers to “empiricists” and “impressionists.” How does he describe these two

groups? And how accurate do these categories really seem to be, both in this chapter and throughout the novel?
Across the novel, we see characters through several perspectives, including their own. We see them through the

eyes of those who are close to them and those who only know them slightly. What do you make of this holistic view?
What might you learn if you could see yourself in this way --- and would you want to? What does this storytelling
approach allow Egan to do that she might not be able to, using a more traditional structure?

@ In “Eureka Gold,” we learn of the tension and conflict between Bix Bouton and his youngest child, Gregory. What is
the nature of the gulf between them? And how does their father-son tension reflect the larger concerns in the novel?
What do you make of Gregory’s final discoveries in this chapter --- about his father and about himself?

‘ “Lulu the Spy, 2032” and “See Below” use the two most unusual narrative styles in the novel. Why do you think Egan
chose to approach these particular chapters as she did? Imagine that these stories were told in a more conventional
format. What would be lost?
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A V|SlT FROM THE GOON SQUAD

J on n !fe K The novel ends with the story of Ames Hollander, age 11, hitting a

home run and winning the baseball game for his team in 1991. Why
do you think Egan chose to end the novel with a story set before
most of the inventions and the action take place? What role does
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technology play in the final chapter, and how does it reflect back

on the rest of the stories leading up to it?
Own Your Unconscious doesn’t exist in the real world --- yet. Or

does it? How is life with Bix’s invention different from the virtual

world we already live with? And what does Egan suggest in the final
chapter about the role of fiction in our experience of the collective
unconscious?
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